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FIFTEENTH RINGING REPORT

C. C. H. ELLIOTT & M. J. F. JARVIS
Ringing Organizers

INTRODUCTION

This report covers the two seasons from 1 July 1968 to 30 June {970. Duting this time, the
ringing effort has consistently improved in both quality and quantity. Although the organisation
has also improved, the Ringing Scheme has been adversely affected by uncertainty about its future.
However during the compilation of this report the National Unit for Bird-Ringing Administration
was formed. On 1 December 1971, the South African Ornithological Society Ringing Scheme was
handed over to the National Unit, this move being ratified subsequently by the S.A.Q.S. Annual
General Meeting in 1972. As a result, this report is the last that will be financed by the S.A.O.S.
and for publication purposes ends its 23-year-old tenure of the Scheme.

The S.A.0.S. Ringing Scheme began functioning in 1948. During the first season 133 birds
were ringed. The Scheme has enjoyed fluctuating fortunes since, as shown in Figure 1. The initial
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"The season grand totals of birds ringed during the 23-year tenure of the S.A.O.S. Ringing Scheme.

rapid build-up was due to the involvement of a government department in the ringing of Quelea
guelea. Over 20 000 were ringed in 1957/58 and the cessation of this activity resulted in a slump in
the numbers ringed. However since 1961/62 this figure has again sharply increased.

The S.A.0.S. scheme has been used throughout, by professional bodies such as the Barberspan
ringing station of the Transvaal Provincial Administration but has nevertheless been heavily

-dependent on the amateur ringers of the Society. Even today, over 659, of the birds are ringed

by amateurs as shown in Table 1. The Society can take credit for its great efforts in the past and for
the secure foundation it has achieved for bird-ringing in southern Africa.
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Table 1
RINGING EFFORT BY AMATEUR AND PROFFESSIONAL ORGANISATIONS 1968/69, 1969/70

Organization Organizer Seasonal Total Ringed
1968/69  1969/70

Witwatersrand Bird Club A. D. S. Hewitt 16 312 24 732
Transvaal Provincial Administration P. le S. Milstein 14 519 13 324
Natal Bird Club W. Lawson/R. Parker 4 651 3453
Cape Bird Club G. J. Broekhuysen 3 061 6 969
Rhodesian Ornithological Society R. M. Harwin 3019 3474
Rondevlei Bird Sanctuary E. H. J. Middlemiss 1924 1 548
S.W.A. Conservation Dept. J. Dixon/H. Berry/R. Jensen 1 768 539
S.W.A_ Scientific Society H. Kolberg 1 391 1977
N. Cape Nature Conservation Soc. R. Meyer 1 145 355
FitzPatrick Institute C. C. H. Elliott 963 2 096
Cape Provincial Administration M. Currie — 278

SCHEDULE OF BIrRDS RINGED

This section incorporates a further innovation: the tabling of “Number of birds recovered”
next to numbers ringed. The recovery rate for a particular species can thereby be estimated at a
glance. This does not, of course, necessarily indicate the amount of information that can be expected
for a given species. Some, such as highly resident birds or ortstreue migrants, may provide more
retrap than recovery data. The figures do however indicate which species are not worth ringing if
recovery data is the main information expected.

The prediction in the last Ringing Report (Elliott & Jarvis 1970) that the ringing total was
reaching a ceiling has not been borne out and the number ringed has risen to 62 000 in 1969/70.
With further organization, and the introduction of country-wide retrap and moult recording and a
scientific project scheme, it is hoped that the number ringed will not increase much further. More
data extraction from each species and each ringing situation will probably benefit ringing more
than further increases in numbers ringed. Surprisingly little has been published in the way of
analyses of the 23 years of S.A.O.S. ringing. More analyses of data collected by amateurs would
also increase the scientific status of ringing in southern Africa.

During the period under review, special studies have been started on, amongst others, the Cape
Rail Rallus caerulescens, Black Crake Limnocorax flavirostris, Common Tern Sterna hirundo, Cape
Weaver Ploceus capensis and Bronze Mannikin Lonchura cucullata. Other projects being continued
as strongly as ever, include those on the Greyheaded Gull Larus cirrocephalus (2 000 ringed),
European Swallow Hirundo rustica (34 000 ringed) and Ruff Philomachus pugnax (306 ringed).

SCHEDULE OF BIRDS RECOVERED

This section has been set out as in the 14th Ringing Report except that for each species, the
recoveries at each ringing locality have been sorted into ring number order. This should make it
easier for the ringer to find a particular recovery. Various abbreviations and symbols have been
used as under.

ABBREVIATIONS AFRING RECOVERY CODE
Tvl. - Transvaal + - shot
S.W.A. - South West Africa X ~ found dead
O.F.S. - Orange Free State — caught and not released
Dist. — District V - caught and released
Betw. — Between (?) — manner of recovery unknown

Bold type is used for countries outside the normal ringing area. “Time elapsed” is given to the
nearest month. Full details of approximately 850 recoveries are given in this section.
The longest distance between ringing and recovery points during the period under review was



Downloaded by [University of Cape Town Libraries] at 06:33 14 November 2014

238 ELLIOTT & JARVIS: 15TH RINGING REPORT OSTRICH 43

13 500 km, covered by a Great Shearwater Puffinus gravis between Tristan da Cunha and Green-
land. This recovery location is well-documented for the species which supposedly has a figure-of-
eight migration route in the Atlantic. The oldest bird recorded was a Cattle Egret Ardeola ibis of
13 years 11 months (167 months), closely followed by a Wandering Albatross Diomeda exulans of
12 years, a Cape Vulture Gyps coprotheres of 11 years 4 months and an African Shelduck Tadorna
cana of 10 years 5 months.

The various ends which birds have met have sometimes been unusual. A Coppery-tailed
Coucal Centropus cupreicaudus killed a Common Sandpiper Tringa hypoleucos, and a House
Sparrow Passer domesticus was killed by a Fiscal Shrike Lanius collaris. Another aerial “predator”,
an aircraft, killed a ringed Grey-headed Gull Larus cirrocephalus at Johannesburg airport, while
all that was left of a Brown Snake Eagle Circaetus cinereus was its ring lying in the nest of a Martial
Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus. With the upsurge of interest in wader-ringing, the past recoveries of
waders in Europe have been plotted in Figure 2 which indicates that most of the birds are recovered
on or near their breeding grounds. Figure 3 presents interesting data on the possible effect of
suburbanisation on Strepropelia populations.

In the 14th Ringing Report (Elliott & Jarvis 1970) a number of errors were reported. The new
National Unit will be checking all recoveries against original entries, and corrected data will be
circulated in due course.

SUMMARY

This is the last report on bird-ringing to be presented by the South African Ornithological
Society after 23-years of administering the Ringing Scheme. The totals of species ringed and
recovered during the period 1 July 1968 to 30 June 1970 are given, and also details of about 850
recoveries or retraps made in the same period.
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